Trends in hospice utilization across age among the veteran population.
Hospice is a major expansion area within the Veterans Health Administration (VHA). The objective of this retrospective study was to explore trends in hospice utilization among older veterans receiving services at the end of life over a 4-year (2006-2009) time period. Reviewing trends, the number of veterans receiving hospice services increased annually, with 5779 veterans receiving services during 2009, up from 1742 veterans in 2006. The total cost of providing hospice rose dramatically, increasing from $1.98 million in 2006 to $5.91 million in 2009. More funds were spent on younger veterans, with an average of $1.5 million spent on veterans aged 55 to 64 and less than $400,000 spent on veterans aged 85 and older. Findings highlight the growing need and demand for hospice within the VHA to provide end-of-life services.